Sue Atchison

EDCI 718

Walk like an Egyptian 


Interdisciplinary Lesson Plan

Team A

Title: Walk like an Egyptian

Content: Social Studies content material integrated with reading and writing skills

Grade: Middle School 6-8

Website: External Egypt Online (http://www.eternalegypt.org/EternalEgyptWebsiteWeb/HomeServlet?ee_website_action_key=action.display.home&language_id=1)
Goals: 

1. Examine how the arts, science, agriculture, commerce/trade and society influenced life in ancient Egypt and how those topics compare to life today.

2. Construct a knowledge base of facts about ancient Egypt and modern Kansas and compare the two.
3. Apply what they have learned concerning ancient Egypt and modern Kansas in the creation of a multimedia presentation.
Prerequisites

1. Initial presentation by teacher on Ancient Egypt. A general overview giving students a brief understanding of Egypt including, life, agriculture, science, trade, arts, etc.

2. Prior experience building a multimedia presentation...power point or web page.

3. Prior experience with digital cameras.
Introduction

Students will be asked to work in groups of 2-3 and answer the questions on the following 5 topics: Arts, science, agriculture, commerce/trade and society influenced life. This lesson will be stretched over a 2 day 90 minute block session. After all the questions are finished they are then required to put together a web or Power Point presentation to present what they have discovered on Egypt. The questions will relate back to things they discussed about Egypt, some of the questions will ask students to demonstrate some of their creative sides as well, with drawings and decorations. 

Practice

The students will answer the following questions in groups of 2-3, they will have to read through the website to find the information or pictures that will help answer the questions. 

Topic: Arts/Crafts

1. Describe the differences and similarities between education in Ancient Egypt and your own educational experiences.

2. What might you encounter on a trip to the National Library and Archives in Egypt? Is there anything similar in our own country or state?

3. What do we have in Kansas or the US that might be similar to an Egyptian cenotaph? Describe the two.

4. How does ancient Egyptian literature compare to American Literature? Describe how they are different or similar.

5. Tomb decoration was a big part of the Egyptian culture. How is that different from our modern day cemetery? Design a tomb in the Egyptian style for a famous Kansas/American.

Topic: Math, Astronomy, Engineering

1. What aspects of time were the Egyptians concerned with? Specifically, examine the Water Clock and the Coptic Calendar; briefly describe the way it works. Is the Water Clock a good clock? Why would farmers today still use the Coptic Calendar? How do Egyptian concerns with time compare with today’s concerns with time?

2. Astronomy was very important to the Egyptians. It was so important, that they took their observations of the sky to create the Egyptian Calendar. Describe the Egyptian Calendar. What’s different between their calendar and the calendar that is used today? What similarities or differences are there between the Egyptian Calendar and the Coptic Calendar, or are they the same thing?

3. The Egyptians are well known for their phenomenal engineering projects such as pyramids. What type of materials and tools were used to build such structures? How did the Egyptians transport the building materials? 

4. Mining was a demanding job for Egyptians. Why was it so difficult? What did they mine for? What compensation did workers receive for their work?

5. Many Egyptians were farmers who had to deal with seasonal flooding of the Nile. Farmers engineered a system to help with the flooding, and it’s known as hydrology. Describe the different types of systems farmers used to save their crops during a flood. Is any one system better than the other? Today, do we use any similar systems?

Topic: Agriculture

1. Read the information under the topic about herding. Draw what you imagine a common Egyptian scene would be like for young shepherds and their animals. What kinds of animals would be in the herd? Design their clothing accurately and the scenery correctly.

2. Write a two paragraph paper comparing and contrasting the use of the Kansas River and the Nile River in farming?

3. Draw an illustrated timeline for ancient Egyptian crops as described on the website. Draw an illustrated timeline for modern Kansas crops. Present information about when planting starts and when harvest occurs. Compose drawings of the tools used in these processes as well as correct vocabulary words.

4. The website shows examples of sculptures depicting ancient granaries. Modern granaries look differently and are called something else. Research what a modern granary is called and what it looks like. Take a digital photo of one and include it in your presentation. Explain how an ancient granary looks like to a modern one?

5. Pretend you are an ancient farmer or shepherd and you need to collect some tools to use in your work. Assemble 10 artifacts from the TYPE: IMPLEMENTS AND UTENSILS site to be placed in your own collection. Write an explanation about why you chose the utensils for your work.

Topic: Commerce and Trade and Transportation

1. How important was the Nile River to Egypt? Why was the river so important? What did they use it for? What would be as important to us today as the Nile is to the Egyptians then?

2. Describe the differences and similarities between transportation in Ancient Egypt and the transportation we use today.

3. What did the Egyptians trade? Who did the Egyptians trade with? Draw a sketch of the first Egyptian coins.

4. The Egyptians changed and improved their transportation over time especially by ships. Explain their improvements of their ships. These improvements eventually formed the Egyptians navy. What improvements have we made with our cars? (The Model T to a Porsche)

5. Now take the information you gained from question 4 and make a flow chart from the first car until now. And the first boats of the Egyptians until now (clue: the Egyptians still use the Nile for transportation, what do their boats look like). You can take your own pictures or you can find pictures on the internet, books, magazines, or newspapers.

Topic: Society and Culture

1. Compare schooling of children in Egypt to how schools work today. Draw a Venn diagram showing the similarities and differences of how boys and girls were taught then from how they are taught now. Make sure you include who is taught what, and the subjects that were taught then compared to now. You also need to write three comparative statements after filling in the Venn diagram. (Ex: Boys in Egypt were taught _____, while today...)
2. We know how important the Nile River was to the Egyptians with their farming. What kinds of food were they able to have because of the river? Cereal grains made into bread were the base of the Egyptian diet. Would you say that in our culture grains are the base of our diet? Why?
3. During the Greco-Roman period what was clothing influenced by? How had the clothing changed from what seemed a more simple garment up until the Greco-Roman period? Draw a picture of what the clothing of the Greco-Roman time would have looked like. Compare that in words to what the clothing of the Coptic period looked like. 
4. What were some of the games the Ancient Egyptians liked to play? What was the name of the game the Egyptians played that was like the game we call checkers today? What was the object of the game and how does that compare to how the game of checker is played?
5. Egyptians believed that all aspects of life were controlled by supernatural powers. Explain the concept of the creation of the universe by what the Egyptians thought. What was the Egyptian religion concerned with the most? How does that compare to how most people want to live their lives today?

Assessment/Evaluation:

Students will be asked to develop a Power Point or webpage presentation on life in Egypt by using the questions as a guide. Students will use class discussion, the website, and the questions to help with the presentation. Students are required to use the different topics in their presentation. Students will be encouraged to be as creative as they can with the presentation, but also by providing information in all the topic areas. The teacher will be able to assess the students by making sure they gathered information and presented it in all the areas. The following rubric will be used as a guide for grading the project. 

Walk Like an Egyptian assessment rubric

	
	1 point
	3 points
	5 points

	TOPIC 1

Mathematics, Astronomy, & Engineering Questions
	- answered 1 question

-lacking details


	-answered 3 questions

-answers are not thorough

-answers lacking some detail
	-answers all 5 questions

-answers are thorough, detailed & well researched

	TOPIC 2

Arts & Crafts Questions

· Design an Egyptian style tomb for a famous Kansan/American
	-answered 1 question

-lacking details

-no design of tomb activity
	-answered 3 questions

-answers are not thorough

-answers lacking some detail

-tomb lacks detail

-lacks evidence of Egyptian style
	-answered all 5 questions

-answers are thorough, detailed & well researched

-tomb design is detailed 

-shows evidence of Egyptian style

	TOPIC 3

Transportation, Commerce, & Trade Questions 

· Flow Chart Activity
	-answered 1 question

-lacking details

-no flow chart


	-answered 2 questions

-answers are not thorough

-answers lacking some detail

-flow chart is incomplete
	-answered all 4 questions & provided a flow chart

-answers are thorough, detailed & well researched

-flow chart is easy to follow and detailed

	TOPIC 4

Society & Culture
	-answered 1 question

-lacking details

-completed 1 drawing with poor quality
	-answered 3 questions

-answers are not thorough

-answers lacking some detail

-drawings are incomplete, messy, lacking detail
	-answered all 5 questions

-answers are thorough, detailed & well researched

-drawing tasks were completed neatly, with color & detail

	TOPIC 5

Agriculture


	-completed 1 task

-lacking details

-drawings were messy & unclear 

-no digital photo 
	-completed 3 tasks

-lacking some detail

-digital photo did not represent a modern granary
	-completed all 5 tasks

-work was thorough, detailed & well researched

-drawings are neat & colorful

-incorporated a digital photo of modern granaries

	Multimedia Presentation
	-only 1-2 topics were represented

-does not include pictures/videos/sound bites

-lacks organization

-multiple spelling & grammar mistakes
	- only 3-4 topics were represented

-lacks organization

-inappropriate use of pictures/videos/sound bites

-spelling & grammar mistakes


	-all 5 topics were represented

-easy to view

-well organized

-engages audience

-incorporates appropriate pictures/videos/sound bites

-correct use of spelling & grammar

	Delivery of Presentation
	-hard to understand

-rushes through presentation

-lacks knowledge of content
	-sometimes hard to understand

-pacing is inconsistent

-lacks knowledge of some content
	-clear voice

-well paced

-knowledgeable with the content

-makes eye contact with audience












Total  _________ / 35 points

