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Learning is a journey.  The journey is life-long and is traveled sometimes alone and at other times in a tour group.  I think learning is the acquisition of knowledge and skills through experiences encountered along the trip.  Understanding is being able to take knowledge and skills and use them in new ways.  Sometimes the trip is easy, pleasant traveling and other times it is tedious and more difficult.  How do people decide their destinations?  Some are required expeditions and others are chosen voyages or side trips.  As a teacher I am a tour guide who motivates my group to enjoy their travels but also interject moments of clarity and understanding of the terrain they are traveling.   I need to keep moving them forward, giving them advice on how to proceed to the next destination but allowing them to explore their present location to its fullest.  The learning journey winds its way through several territories before it culminates at its destination.  

As the tour guide on this journey I’m committed to guiding my students through the maze of educational opportunities by offering quality instruction, expertise in art education teaching strategies, good modeling of instruction, and a personal interest in their success.  

I feel quality instruction should be intellectually engaging and challenging, based on a strong scholarly foundation and meets the needs of a diverse learning community.  I understand all people can learn if instruction addresses various learning styles and intelligences.  It’s important to offer a curriculum that not only meets the National and State standards but takes into account the historical, social and political influences on education.  I want a strong curriculum that presents material in real-world scenarios like the unit I teach on public art in our communities. Art education offers many important concepts and skills that go beyond the classroom and I want my students to think about enduring ideas and not just technique of materials.  The experiences they have in my classes should be able to transfer to other parts of their lives. Content Area Methods students demonstrate their knowledge and professional participation in a Professional Art Education Portfolio.  This portfolio includes a philosophy of education essay; examples of teaching artifacts; examples that identify collaborative and promotional experiences that enhance and enrich the art program; personal artwork examples; and student artwork examples.  This digital portfolio offers future employers solid evidence of the candidate’s professional work.

I feel it’s important to not only teach good habits but to model them as well.  I think that learning takes place through experiences so I teach my classes in a way that models good teaching practices. In my classes I ask them to problem-solve, collaborate effectively, understand the importance of research, critically examine their knowledge and skill levels, and stay abreast of current issues. As their guide I know the importance of strong, positive relationships and my ability to guide them to their final destination rests on my ability to connect with them, nurture their strengths and encourage professional growth.  

What is expected of the participants of this learning journey? Together we set the goals for the trip.  There are rules and perimeters to be sure:  standards, outcomes, personal responsibilities, and academic accountability but there are also many choices.  The goals set for the students have to include mastery of information, intellectual development over time, and transfer of knowledge.  At the higher education level there is a strong interest in the subject area being taught and students’ behavior issues play a minor role in the classroom environment, unlike the K-12 school setting.  Content, pedogogy and skill acquisition are the heart of higher education so I try to deliver instruction though a range of instructional techniques to keep students motivated and engaged.  Technology has been a focus of my course delivery for many years.  Research reveals that 21st century learners appreciate and expect technology as a major component in their learning experience.  Thirteen years ago as a high school instructor I set up a computer lab and required my students to explore design through Photoshop, Freehand, Pagemaker, and Word.  It was a dramatic departure to watch how motivated they were to design on a computer instead of just with paper and pencil.  Collaboration became necessary because they could teach each other and I knew right then that learning had changed!  Many times these students taught me how to use the programs and we learned it together. For the most part, my art education students have little experience with computers beyond Word and Powerpoint so I make it a priority to involve them in learning situations where technology usage is built into the assignment in many ways: research, presentations, collaborative discussions, designing, and blended instruction.  I have found that my students are more forthcoming with entries on an Aesthetics discussion board than during a class discussion so I try to incorporate both in the learning environment.   They may prefer to demonstrate their knowledge with a hypermedia presentation than by traditional written work, and I allow them a choice since they are a diverse group of learners.  

Students need constant feedback to succeed in this journey and I build in pre, formative and summative assessment that’s clear and immediate.  I like to create rubrics that are road maps to guide them along the road and I constantly offer verbal assistance.  At times I ask for their input about what they want or need to learn.  When I work along side my students it becomes a journey together and not one in which they go it alone.  What skills do I expect my students to obtain as a result of learning?  As stated previously, I want them to be able to problem-solve; think critically and creatively; and apply these skills to real-world situations. 

Finally, as we progress on our journey, I want to encourage professional attributes in my students.  I want them to understand the importance of professional growth and development; the value of knowledge and participation in professional organizations; the ability to demonstrate a personal responsibility to the field of art; and advocacy for art education.  I believe strongly in this teaching component and have been a member of the National Art Education Association (NAEA) since I started teaching.  I have held numerous state offices on the executive board and am presently the Higher Education Representative.  Our organization is instrumental in offering professional growth opportunities for art teachers, mentoring, leadership training, and advocacy experiences. Three years ago I initiated a student chapter of NAEA on the Kansas State University campus.   Last fall all of the officers and three members attended the State fall conference on scholarship.  I’m very proud of this accomplishment!  

Learning drives the trip of a lifetime and I see my role as a facilitator, professional leader, partner, educational innovator, instructional guide, and advisor and mentor.
