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This artifact documents that I understand and value the linguistic
background and cultural heritage of my students’ families. The-preceding
artifacts were used to enrich classroom instruction and to facilitate limited
English proficient students’ learning of academic content. The students had
been learning DOLCH basic sight vocabulary from pre-primer to third grade.
Students need these words as a basis for listening, speaking, reading, and
writing as communication included all of these skills.

I have learned to capitalize on what students can do and to use their
past learning and experiences. They were applying what they knew in both
languages. Therefore, after my students had used the book from Artifact 1,
they watched a video about El Dia de los Muertos. Because much of the
video was in Spanish, a bilingual para and I explained English content as
necessary. The quiz over the video was in English, but it was translated as
needed. I wanted the students to think and use the bank of 22O DOLCH
words they had learned. Next the students were given their esqueletos to
assemble and decorate. The directions were in English and translated as
necessary. The ultimate challenge was to use their English skills to write five
sentences about their esqueletos. These sentences were then used to
introduce the concept of indenting a paragraph.

Generally my students do not want to write. Writing sentences is
difficult for them. The idea of writing a paragraph is overwhelming. I have
learned, and my students have learned that they can. Not once did they
complain about the writing part of the project. They were very proud of their
paragraphs. All were highly motivated and involved in the activities.

For me the implications are that more of this type of activity is
needed. I am already thinking of ways to add this type of activity to-my
curriculum. These students loved sharing their varied experiences with this
special day. They asked their parents and grandparents about it. They
enjoyed comparing Mexican, El Salvadoran, Cuban, and Ecuadoran
practices. Next year I hope to involve parents and/or grandparents as guest
speakers in the classroom.
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