ACT testing Accommodations for a High School Student with Learning Disabilities

Question: 

I am a counselor in a high school. In my caseload, there is an 11th grader with learning disabilities who aspires to attend college. His parents are wondering what accommodations can be made when he takes the ACT?

Response:  

Students with disabilities have more opportunities and support at postsecondary institutions than ever before. Postsecondary institutions and ACT are both committed to the achievement and success of students with disabilities. Institutions and organizations such as ACT are required to be in compliance with the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) that mandates reasonable accommodations. 

Sometimes just the thought of having to take a standardized test, such as the ACT, can be a daunting and intimidating step to reach the college door. However, ACT has developed simple and straightforward policies and procedures for providing “reasonable accommodations appropriate to a student’s disability.

If a student currently is receiving accommodations in school due to a disability that that has been diagnosed and documented in a through manner by a professional with proper credentials, a counselor may request one of three accommodations: 

1. testing with accommodations at a national testing site

2. extended time with breaks at a national testing site

3. or, special testing at a school with extended time and alternate formats. This alternative is NOT administered at a national test site.

Please go to the ACT website, ACT.org for more information on the procedures for special administration of the ACT.

What is important is that a student’s disability not be a barrier for him or her applying for admission to a postsecondary institution.

